INDIA   AND   THE   TOURIST                       34!

when it was thoroughly sacked by the Muslims. The exact use of
some of the ruined buildings is a matter for some speculation, but
magnificent temples remain. The walls are described by an old
Portuguese writer as being thirty-four miles in extent. It lies on the
banks of the Tungabhadra river at the modern Hampi.

At Guntakal junction, 123 miles from Gadag, the metre gauge
line runs south to Bangalore, which is the capital of the Mysore
State, successor to the Vijayanagar kingdom, of which it formed
part under a Viceroy. Bangalore can be reached also by railway
from Hubli junction, west of Gadag, and is on a trunk road from
Poona. The climate is remarkably equable. From this centre
many excursions can be made. The Kolar goldfields are close by,
and they are supplied with power from the hydro-electric station at
Sivasamudram, on the Cauvery river. The falls can be reached via
Malvalli, on the Mysore road, and twelve miles south-west of this
place is Somnathpur, with an elaborately carved temple (1270) in
the Hoysala-Ballala style of architecture. The road to Mysore also
runs past the fortress of Seringapatam (seventy-seven miles), where
the early Mysore Rajas had their capital. Haidar Ali, the usurper,
reigned here, and his son, Tipu Sultan, fell in the second siege by
the British army (1799). Mysore is eighty-seven miles from Ban-
galore and Ootacamund is 100 miles further, by road only. Coorg
lies seventy-five miles to the west, also by road only*

The principal monuments of antiquarian and architectural
interest lie west of Bangalore; and perhaps Hassan, on the Mysore-
Arsikere branch railway, is the best centre. Halebid, ten miles
north-east of Belur, was the capital of the Hoysala kings for
300 years, until the city was overwhelmed, first by Malik Kafur,
general of Ala-ud-din, in 1310 and again in 1326. The Vijayanagar
kingdom succeeded. The temples here are star-shaped, with
elaborately carved friezes. Belur lies twenty-one miles north-west